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P . 8  
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This Week’s Schedule draws us into  

Prayer and Reflection 
 

Throughout these 40 days of Lent we have been invited to Wade in the Water, remem-
bering our Baptismal covenant.  Now we prepare to hear again the story of our salva-

tion.  Holy week has begun with Jesus triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  We waved 
palms and processed together; remembering Jesus was welcomed as royalty as he 

came into Jerusalem.  But soon we will see our fickle nature.  One day we yell Hosanna!  

One day we yell Crucify.  We are humbled at God’s great grace and love and mercy re-
vealed on the cross in Jesus. 
 

This week, you are invited to special worship services and events as we walk together 

following Jesus.   
 

April 1st Maundy Thursday 
 Maundy comes from the Latin word meaning command.  On this night, we remember 

the meal Jesus shared with his disciples and how he taught them to love one another.  
He washed their feet inviting them into a servant relationship with one another and the 

world.  We will begin out time together with a covered dish dinner at 6 pm, followed by 

worship at 7 pm.  All will be invited to have their feet washed and wash another’s feet 
just as Jesus did. 

 

Friday, April 2nd Way of the Cross Walk 
 We meet at Amazing Grace at 11:45 AM and join with St. Wenceslaus Catholic Church.  
We will hear our salvation story as we walk through the neighborhood and end at St. 

Wenceslaus and share refreshments. 
 

Friday, April 2nd Good Friday  
 We will join St. John’s Pimlico as we recall together the last words of Jesus.  Transpor-
tation will be provided from the church and back.  The van departs for St. John’s at 

6:30 pm.   
 

Saturday, April 3rd Easter Vigil 
 During the Vigil, scriptures are read that remind us of our salvation history. A fire is 

kindled drawing us to Jesus the light of the world. The worship begins at 7 pm. 
 

Sunday, April 4th Easter Celebration Worship! 
 Our time begins with a breakfast at 9:30 am followed by celebration worship at 10:30 
AM and the an Easter Egg hunt for the children after church.  Please join us for this 

time of great joy and celebration! 
 

All are invited to once again experience Holy Week as we worship together and are 
touched anew by God’s saving love and amazing grace.  Invite others to come and be a 

part. 
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Wednesday Evening  

Women’s Bible Study 

Has moved from Tuesdays to Wednes-
days at 5:30 pm.    Please consider com-
ing—we welcome you!  Speak to Vicar 
Kati if you have any questions. 

Soda Lids 

If you have soda lids, please save them and 
bring to church and drop in the soda lid col-
lection bin.  Your donation will help increase 
kidney dialysis time for individuals in need.  
See Manard Price for details. 

 

Thanks for Your Support!  

Lutheran World Relief (LWR) thanked Amazing Grace for their recent monetary donation in 

response to the devastating earthquake in Haiti.  The monetary gift along with other donating 

partners helped LWR to respond to the needs of the Haitians by continuing to deliver water, 

food, and shelter supplies.  LWR shared that some Haitians have suffered damage from the 

quakes and need help to reestablish water systems, agriculture, and livelihoods.  Additionally, 

LWR shared that there are others who were not directly affected by the quake; they need help 

too because they are now absorbing scores of displaced Haitians coming from urban areas 

which is placing a strain on their local economies.   

 

. 
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Food For Thought… 
 
The last few months of food ministry have been fruitful!  In February, we had a number of commu-
nity events that brought hundreds of our neighbors through our doors.  The Maryland Food Bank 
sponsored a Produce Drop in which we distributed over 5,000 pounds of fruit, vegetables, and 
other fresh foods to 130 families!  The youth group from Trinity Lutheran Church in Mt. Joy, PA 
visited us for a Saturday service project, and they assembled new shelving for the food pantry at 
the Center for Grace-Full Living, completed some other cleaning and painting tasks around the 
church, and hosted a soup, salad and sandwich lunch for the community.  They also blessed us 
with a donation of 185 pounds of non-perishable items for the food pantry.  

We have continued serving around 20 families a week through the food pantry.  In March, we re-

ceived another generous food donation of 220 lbs. from St. John’s Lutheran Church – Sweet 

Air.  The improvements to the Center are a huge help in transitioning our ministry to a client choice 

program, which will allow visitors to decide what they need and choose their own food.  With this 

model, we will conserve our resources and be able to serve more people, and the individuals who 

visit the food pantry will have a more active and empowering role in feeding their families.  We 

thank God for the gifts we’ve received and the generous hands that gave to us and served along-

side us! 

 

 

A Note From Our LVC’er 

Dear Amazing Grace Family, 

I want to share some exciting news about the future of my work as an LVC volunteer.  Back 
in December, I decided to apply for a second year of Lutheran Volunteer Corps so I could 
continue serving here at Amazing Grace.  Recently, I received the news that I am officially 
approved for a second term!  This means that I will be here through August 2011.  I am very 
happy with this decision and feel blessed to continue journeying with you all as we work to 
share God’s love and grace with each other and with the community.   

Thank you for your support, encouragement, and prayers thus far!  

Working for Peace with Justice,  

Morgan Blizzard 
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Pastor’s Letter 

 

I’m learning a lot.  I’m learning that Maryland has unexpected winters.  I’m learning 
that to get your car inspected and your title transferred can be trickier than you think.  
But that’s all small stuff.  The real stuff I’m learning is that the people of Amazing 
Grace are remarkable; remarkable in your desire to serve Jesus.  Remarkable in your 
willingness to take risk for mission, to step out in faith and try something new.  Re-
markable in your belief that God has placed us here in East Baltimore for a purpose 
and a lofty mission! 
 
Here we are approaching Easter!  The season of new life!  The season of renewal!  
The season which reveals there is nothing that can kill the love of God, that can stop 
God’s resolve to save us and all creation!  Easter is about possibilities we never even 
imagined!  Jesus can bring healing to this neighborhood and city!  Jesus can reconcile 
broken relationships and transform our destructive behaviors.  Jesus can transform us, 
re-make and mold us into God’s people.  People of hope, people of compassion, peo-
ple who serve to share God’s grace and bring justice to our broken and hurting world. 
 
I am well aware that the resurrection power of Jesus is what sustains Amazing Grace!  
It is the power that keeps us moving beyond ourselves and open to the Spirit’s nudg-
ing!  It’s that power that strengthens us for the journey and moves us to continue our 
outreach and mission.  It’s the power that ties us together as God’s people and helps 
us experience support and love and healing.   
 
Thank you!  Thank you for who you are and the ways you live the resurrection power 
of Jesus. 
 
Christ is Risen!  Alleluia!   
 

Peace,  

Pastor Gary 

 

 



Page  5  

 

Vicar's View 

When I first came to Amazing Grace in 2001, as many of you have heard over the years, my inten-
tion was to stay for one year to complete my [deaconess] internship--and then be about doing 
what I was sure that God had called me to do (somewhere else)!  Well, God does indeed have a 
sense of humor as I haven't left yet!  But God has continued to work on me and call me to serve in 
different ways over these years.   

As I was installed as a vicar at Amazing Grace in February with the kind support of the congrega-
tion, the blessings of Pr. Gary and the great preaching of Pr. Ginny Price, I was humbled again to 
see that all my plans were coming out differently than I had imagined.  Each day continues to be 
interesting....there is never a dull day living in God's amazing grace....and I give thanks that there 
are so many good teachers around me.  Many of you have asked me how long I will be at Amazing 
Grace or what will happen when/if I leave.  These are good and important questions.  We need to 
look at them honestly and to work to discern what it is that God is calling us to do and to be.  At 
this point, I know that this internship at Amazing Grace lasts through June of 2010.  Then I will 
have to see how the call system will work in our synod for me to receive a call.  That part will re-
main quite unclear until we are probably right in the middle of it.  I ask for your prayers for me, my 
family and for our congregation.   

What we have learned, I hope over the past years, is that no matter who is here in leadership at 
Amazing Grace, God will be busy working with us, blessing us and showing us the next steps to 
take.  Thanks be to God!  

Peace, Vicar Kati 

Health Ministry at Amazing Grace 

Amazing Grace has been blessed to be enthusiastically engaged in health ministry since 
2001.  I have been blessed to learn so much about being a parish nurse while I have been at 
Amazing Grace.  But, as my pastoral internship has begun, and as I discern how to serve in 
ministry in other ways besides being a parish nurse, it is clear that there are many gifted and 
talented people who are being called to serve in health ministry at Amazing Grace.  Please con-
sider how it is that YOU can support this ministry.  You do not have to be a health care profes-
sional to serve....on the other hand you might be a health care professional. 

   

The most important part of congregational health ministry is to discover within yourself what it 
is that calls you to support the ways that God works healing in the midst of this congregation 
and community.  On Sunday, April 11, after worship, we will gather to begin to put together 
what the next steps of health ministry will look like at Amazing Grace.  Please consider if you 
might be called to come to this meeting--even if it is to listen to what it is that could be hap-
pening.  Please pray for the process of this meeting and the next steps that we take here at 
Amazing Grace.  If you have any questions, please talk with Pr. Gary or Vicar Kati.  
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. 

 1 
Maundy Thursday 

Dinner 6 pm 

Worship 7 pm. 

2 
Way of the Cross 

11:45 am 

 

Good Friday  

Evening Worship 

with St. John 

Pimilco  

7 pm 

3Perfect Praise 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Shepherds  

10:30 a.m. 
 

AG Choir        

12:30  p.m. 
 

The Great Easter 

Vigil  7 pm 

4 Easter Sunday   

Breakfast  

        9:30 am 
 

Easter Sunday-

Worship 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Easter Egg Hunt 

after worship 

5 

Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 

6 

 

7 

Women’s Bible 

Study 5 p.m. 
 

Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 
 

CAP—Perfect 

Praise 

8 

 

Produce Drop 

3—5 p.m. 

9 

 

Pastor Gary off 

10 
Perfect Praise 

10:30 a.m. 

 

AG Choir  

12:30  p.m. 

11 

Worship 

10:30 a.m. 
 

 

12 
 

Amazing 

 Grandmothers 

5:45 p.m. 

13 

 

14 
 

Women’s Bible 

Study 5 p.m. 

 

Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 

15 16 

 

Pastor Gary off 

17  
Perfect Praise 

10:30 a.m. 
 

 

AG Choir  

12:30 p.m. 

18 
   Worship 

10:30 a.m. 
 

 

19 

Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 

20 

 

21 

Women’s Bible 

Study 5 p.m. 

 

Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 

22 
 

 

 

23 

 

Pastor Gary off 

24 
Perfect Praise 

10:30 a.m. 
 

 

AG Choir  

12:30  p.m. 

25 
Worship 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Meal after  

Worship 
 

Healing Worship 

meet @ church  

1:45 p.m. 

27 
Amazing 

 Grandmothers 

5:45 p.m. 

27 28 29 

 

30 

 

Pastor Gary off 
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S U N  M M O N  T U E S  W E D  T H U  F F R I  S A T  

      1 

Perfect Praise 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Shepherds  

10:30 a.m. 
 

2 

Worship 

10:30 a.m. 

3 

Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 

4 

 

5 
 

Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 

6 

 

7 8 
Perfect Praise 

10:30 a.m. 
 

AG Choir  

12:30 p.m. 

9 

Worship 

10:30 a.m. 

10 Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 

 

Amazing 

 Grandmothers 

5:45 p.m. 

11 
Women’s Bible 

Study 5 p.m. 

12 
 

Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 

13 

 

14 15 
Perfect Praise 

10:30 a.m. 

 

AG Choir  

12:30 p.m. 

16 

Worship 

10:30 a.m. 

17 

Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 

18 
Women’s Bible 

Study 5 p.m. 

19 
 

Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 

20 

 

21 22 
Perfect Praise 

10:30 a.m. 

 

AG Choir  

12:30 p.m. 

23  Worship 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Meal after  

Worship 
 

Healing Worship 

meet @ church  

1:45 p.m. 

24 

Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 

 
Amazing 

 Grandmothers 

25 
Women’s Bible 

Study 5 p.m. 

26 

 

Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 

27 28 29 

30 

Worship 

10:30 a.m. 

31 

Food Pantry 

3—5 p.m. 
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Step by Step...Living in Recovery 
 

 
How do you define addiction?  While there are numerous definitions for addiction, I believe that  
most of us have a tendency to associate the word ―addiction‖ to drug and alcohol abuse.  But if 
we truly examine ourselves, we will discover that some of us are not trouble-free physically, men-
tally, or spiritually from behaviors or patterns that have a tendency to weigh us down or limit us 
from experiencing peace, joy, and happiness.  Thus, Serenity:  A Companion for Twelve Step Re-
covery written by Robert Hemfelt & Richard Fowler, notes an addiction can be categorized accord-
ing to  ―addictive agents‖ illustrated below: 

 1.   Alcohol or drugs 

 2.   Work, achievement, and success 

 3.   Money addictions, such as overspending, gambling, hoarding 

 4.   Control addictions, especially if they surface in personal, sexual, family, and business relationships 

 5.   Food addictions 

 6.   Sexual addictions 

 7.   Approval dependency (the need to please people) 

 8.   Rescuing patterns toward other persons 

 9.   Dependency on toxic relationships (relationships that are damaging and hurtful) 

10.  Physical illness (hypochondria) 

11.  Exercise and physical conditioning 

12.  Cosmetics, clothes, cosmetic surgery, trying to look good on the outside 

13.  Academic pursuits and excessive intellectualizing 

14.  Religiosity or religious legalism (preoccupation with the form and the rules and 

       regulations of religion, rather than benefiting from the real spiritual message) 

15.  General perfectionism 

16.  Cleaning and avoiding contamination and other obsessive-compulsive symptoms 

17.  Organizing, structuring (the need always to have everything in its place) 

18. Materialism  

 

Reflecting on Hosea 4:6a which says ―My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge…,‖ I believe 
that God is promoting that we can grow, we can heal, we can be delivered, and that we can learn 
about ―hidden areas within our being‖ that have a tendency to plague us unknowingly.  So, what 
do you think now that you have read this list?  Were you able to identify with something that you 
were not aware of within yourself?   

 

Congratulations, your road to recovery has just begun! 

 

Rev. Carol  L. Perlie 
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Healing Worship  

Service  

Every 4th Sunday  

Meet 1:45 p.m. to walk together to a  

Transitional House 

                

 

During our service, we pray, sing, give testimony, hear God’s word and are anointed with oil.  In 

the healing worship service, we come together to celebrate God’s healing power as we live in 

God’s amazing grace one day at a time and for some of us, one moment at a time.   We are en-

couraged to … 

        ã  Participate in the bible readings 

                                                     ã  Share in the music 

                                                     ã  Listen to the message 

                                                     ã  Give our testimonies 

                                                     ã  Join in the prayers  

                                                     ã  Receive God’s Forgiveness 

                                                     ã  Reflect in silence 

Next worship dates are April 25th and May 23rd 
 

Circle of Prayer  

Ray Roberts (daughter of Carol Perlie), 
Michael Stocks, Jerry Waters, Betty 
Puckett, Elaine Janssen, Rudy Janssen, 
Evelyn Kintop, Tim Wright, Charles 
Young, Hattie Gross, and Amy Appleton.  
We also pray for our mission as a con-
gregation.  
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2424 McElderry Street 

Baltimore, MD 21205 

Phone: 410-276-5674 

Fax: 410-276-6446 

E-mail: agelc7office@verizon.net 

Submit newsletter information to the        

e-mail address by May 15, 2010 

A M A Z I N G  G R A C E  E V .  

L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

Check out the new website design! 

www.AmazingGraceEvangelicaLutheran.org 
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