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What’s on the Horizon 
 

Grace Space is now open 

A new area is now in operation at the back of the church.  Grace 

Space is a place where information can be shared, sign-up sheets and 

welcome packets will be available, and all can gather after worship to 

connect and share food and fellowship.  Coffee and refreshments are 

served after worship. Next Sunday, plan to spend a few minutes with 

sisters and brothers at Grace Space. 

Seeking Work Projects 

This summer, Amazing Grace will be joined by several youth groups 

who will be working not only with summer camp, but also on special 

projects in the community.  Pastor Gary is working to secure safe 

work sites where several youth and adults will help with a project.  

Appropriate projects might include cleaning, painting, doing some 

yard or garden work.  If you have a suggestion of a possible site, 

please talk to Pastor Gary.  Groups will be here in mid July. 

Fellowship Hall Bathrooms Re-worked 

The bathrooms in the fellowship hall have received new floors, a fresh 

coat of paint, and a reworking of partitions.  Work is not quite com-

plete but we are grateful to Charles Jones for his coordination in com-

pleting these projects. 
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Wednesday Evening  

Women’s Bible Study 

Has moved from Tuesdays to Wednes-
days at 5:30 pm.    Please consider com-
ing—we welcome you!  Speak to Vicar 
Kati if you have any questions. 

Soda Lids 

If you have soda lids, please save them and 
bring to church and drop in the soda lid col-
lection bin.  Your donation will help increase 
kidney dialysis time for individuals in need.  
See Manard Price for details. 

Church Sign Being Created!  

 

A new sign is being painted that will share not only information 

about Amazing Grace, but will also show the congregational diver-

sity and openness to all people.  Pontella Mason, the artist who 

painted ―Peaceable Kingdom‖ on the back of the church, and who 

will be working on another mural on the Monument side of Port 

Street this year, is designing and painting the sign.  The sign will 

provide information about worship service time, web page, and also 

show people that reflect our community. 



Page  3  

Food For Thought… 
 
All are welcome to join Morgan Blizzard for a discussion group of the book Food 
Rules by Michael Pollan, which offers the surprisingly challenging advice, ―Eat food. Not 
too much. Mostly plants.‖  It is short and easy-to-read.  Copies of the book will be avail-
able at the discussion group at 5 p.m. on Monday, June 7 at the Center for Grace-Full Liv-
ing.    

********************************** 

Join us after worship on June 13 for a potluck in support of ELCA World Hunger.  
This organization responds to hunger & poverty in the US and around the world by ad-
dressing root causes. Through a comprehensive program of relief, development, educa-
tion, and advocacy, people are connected to the resources they need to lift themselves out 
of poverty. Since so many in our own community struggle with hunger, please try and cre-
ate a simple, nutritious dish (to feed about 4 people) for $3 or less.  

Juneteenth Celebration Coming to Amazing Grace! 

 
Juneteenth is the oldest nationally celebrated commemoration of the ending of slavery in 
the United States.  From its Galveston, Texas origin in 1865, the observance of June 19th 
as the African American Emancipation Day has spread across the United States and be-
yond.  Today, Juneteenth commemorates African American freedom and emphasizes edu-
cation and achievement.  On Saturday, June 19th from 10 a.m.— 2 p.m., Amazing 
Grace will celebrate this momentous holiday.  We will have an outside street celebration 
with food, baked goods, and clothing table, face painting, music and hand massage.  Dur-
ing this time, we will celebrate, talk with our neighbors, and celebrate the freedoms we 
have today.  YOU are invited to come, to share and to celebrate.  If you would like to 
serve on that day, please be in touch with Ms. Maxine Wilson or Ms. Thelma Washington. 

Amazing Kidz Summer Camp applications are 
available for children ages 5 – 12.  The sum-
mer camp starts July 6th and will be held from 8:30 
a.m. – 2:30 p.m.  Please see Carol Perlie to regis-
ter your child. 

http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/ELCA-World-Hunger/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/ELCA-World-Hunger/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/ELCA-World-Hunger/Our-Work/Education.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/ELCA-World-Hunger/Our-Work/Education.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/ELCA-World-Hunger/Our-Work/Advocacy.aspx
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Pastor’s Letter 

Driving down Patterson Park on Saturday, I came across a man, literally bent over as 
he walked, looking at the ground.  It was clear her had some sort of back problem.  
He was carrying a cane…but he wasn’t propped on it, but held it with his hands that 
were clasp behind his back.  As he approached a cross walk, we glanced up for a mo-
ment to see if it was safe to walk across, and then he resumed his staring at the 
ground in front of him, literally looking perhaps 6 inches to a foot  in-front of where his 
feet were walking. 

Now listen, I have no idea about this man.  I feel sure his back problems were signifi-
cant enough that it must be painful for him to stand erect.  I’m not wanting to judge 
the challenges he obviously was facing. But his walking spoke to me much like a par-
able. It’s easy I think to become obsessed with the now, the immediate, the moment 
nearest the moment where we are.  It’s almost like having tunnel vision, and only see-
ing through a very narrow lens.  What a loss, that the only vision this man sees is a 
few inches in front of where he is. 

Sometimes it feels like we have a lot in common with this man.  Granted, we may not 
have the health worries he does, but we still find ourselves looking only at the immedi-
ate area in front of where we are.  We become obsessed with the worries of getting 
by, limiting our vision and openness to the possibilities of what God has in store. 

Don’t get me wrong.   I know Amazing Grace has challenges.  I know that finances are 
extraordinarily tight, and that the neighborhood we are a part of is distressed in many 
ways.  But God is up to something here.  And while it may feel overwhelming at times, 
while it may be our temptation to set our course and put our hands behind our back 
and walk forward, looking straight down, we are called to engagement.  We are called 
to look up, to make eye contact with a neighbor, to invite them to break bread and be 
touched by holy healing with us, and then, to walk together.  To serve together and 
pray together, and maybe even dance together if that’s what the Spirit guides us to 
do.   It’s a wonderful way to live- being God’s people together. 

God continue to lead and guide us. 

Peace,  

Pastor Gary 
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Vicar's View 

By the time you read this, we will have passed through those two church festivals where we cele-
brate the birthday of the church and the mystery of God—Pentecost and the Holy Trinity.  This 
means that we are coming in to the part of the church year where we see a lot of green….from the 
cloths on the altar to the gardens outside of our windows.  We are reminded that this is indeed a 
time of growth and fruitfulness.  As we seek to live as God’s faithful people here at Amazing Grace, 
what does growth and fruitfulness look like?  This congregation has had a long (15 years!) history 
of seeking to be at the edge of God’s reign in McElderry Park—the edge of God’s reign that meets 
people where they are.  I wonder if after 15 years of consolidation, getting to know one another, 
greeting a new pastor and seeking to live as God’s faithful people that we might just want to look 
at ourselves as a ―green‖ people. 

As my process to become a pastor continues, I am also encouraged by this ―green‖ season of the 
church—it reminds me that God is always present in making us fruit-FULL.  While there are many 
questions that you ask me about when and where (answers I do not have at this point) y process 
will lead, this season reminds me that there is ALWAYS growth; even in those times when it seems 
as if we are just ―hangin’ out‖ God IS at work in us—feeding us, strengthening us, trimming us a 
little, and making a space for God’s mercy and grace to flow through us.  During this green season, 
God calls us to be open to the ways and directions we might grow—not always in the ways we 
might have thought.  We are invited to see how God’s garden might grow here on McElderry 
Street—and how we might be the hands and feet of God in that garden. Watch the flowers grow!  

Peace, Vicar Kati 

 

Living Well! 

 

For the past nine years, Amazing Grace has engaged in health ministry—those ways of 
service that move our congregation and community to the many ways we can be living 
well in body, mind and spirit.  As Vicar Kati is transitioning to pastoral learning and du-
ties, we have been given a great opportunity to come together to evaluate, vision and 
plan for what health ministry could look like at Amazing Grace.  A group did gather in 
April to begin to talk about and discern the next steps.  If you are interested, curious, 
intrigued or engaged by this possibility, please speak to Vicar Kati or Pastor Gary about 
being part of this ministry.  The next steps are exciting, but will need people to move it 
forward—please pray, talk with someone and consider how you might be a part of 
Amazing Grace and living well! 
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Shepherds  

10:30 a.m. 
 

AG Choir        

12:15  p.m. 
 

 

6  

Sunday Worship  

10:30 a.m. 
 

 

7 

Food Pantry  

3ñ5 p.m. 

 
Perfect Praise  

5 p.m. 

8 

 

9 

Womenõs Bible 

Study 5:30 p.m.  
 

Food Pantry  

3ñ5 p.m. 
 

CAPñPerfect 

Praise 

10 

 

Produce Drop 

3ñ5 p.m. 

11 

 

Pastor Gary off  

12 
 

AG Choir  

12:15  p.m. 

13 

Worship  

10:30 a.m. 
 

Hunger aware-

ness Potluck 

after worship  
 

14 
 

Perfect Praise  

5 p.m. 

 

Amazing 

 Grandmothers  

5:45 p.m. 

15 

 

16 Food Pantry 

3ñ5 p.m. 
 

Womenõs Bible 

Study 5:30 p.m.  
 

Bridge Task 

Mtg. 6:30 p.m.  

17 18 

 

Pastor Gary off  

19  
 

Juneteenth  

Celebration  

10 amñ12 noon 
 

Last AG Choir  

12:15 p.m. until 

Fall 

20 
   Worship  

10:30 a.m. 
 

 

21 

Food Pantry  

3ñ5 p.m. 

 
Perfect Praise  

5 p.m. 

22 

 

23 

Womenõs Bible 

Study 5:30 p.m.  
 

No Food Pantry  

Food Drop 

4 p.m. 

24 
 

 

 

25 

 

Pastor Gary off  

26 
 

 

 

27 
Worship  

10:30 a.m. 
 

Meal after  

Worship  
 

Healing Worship 

meet @ church  

1:45 p.m. 

28 
Perfect Praise  

5 p.m. 

29 30   
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S U N  M M O N  T U E S  W E D  T H U  F F R I  S A T  

    1 Summer Camp 

orientation 1 

p.m. 

2 
 

3 

Shepherds  

10:30 a.m. 
 

 

4 

Worship  

10:30 a.m. 

5 

Food Pantry  

3ñ5 p.m. 

 
Perfect Praise  

5 p.m. 

6 

Summer Camp 

begins thru July 

30th (8:30 a.m.

ñ2:30 p.m.)   

7 

Food Pantry  

3ñ5 p.m. 

 

Womenõs Bible 

Study 5 p.m.  

8 

 

9 

 

Pastor Gary off  

10 
Amazing Port Street 

Garden Work Day     

9 a.m.ñ12 noon 

 
 

11 

Worship  

10:30 a.m. 

12 Food Pantry  

3ñ5 p.m. 

 

Perfect Praise  

5 p.m. 

 

13 
 

14 
Food Pantry  

3ñ5 p.m. 

 

Womenõs Bible 

Study 5 p.m.  

15 

 

16 

 

Pastor Gary off  

17 
 
 

18 

Worship  

10:30 a.m. 

19 

Food Pantry  

3ñ5 p.m. 
Perfect Praise  

5 p.m. 

20 
 

21 

Food Pantry  

3ñ5 p.m. 

 

Womenõs Bible 

Study 5 p.m.  

22 

 

23 

 

Pastor Gary off  

24 
 
 

25  Worship  

10:30 a.m. 
 

Meal after  

Worship  
 

Healing Worship 

meet @ church  

1:45 p.m. 

26 

Food Pantry  

3ñ5 p.m. 

 
Perfect Praise  

5 p.m. 

27 
 

28 

Food Pantry  

3ñ5 p.m. 

 
Womenõs Bible 

Study 5 p.m.  

29 30 

 

Pastor Gary off  

31 
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Step by Step...Living in Recovery 
 

 
Are you ready to surrender?  I believe surrender is evident when we admit that our lives are un-
manageable when we are challenged by an addiction.  Once we recognize that we need to sur-
render, honesty with self is introduced and then changing becomes necessary.  Changing is not 
easy!  Now it is possible that some of us are bombarded with thoughts such as how can we 
change or when can we start changing.  Here are some possible thoughts on changing:  we can 
trust and believe God, we can pray about it, we can study the Bible, we can start attending some 
12 step support meetings or seek counseling, or we rely totally on self-control.   Which one is 
correct?  Depending on your individuality, there is no correct approach to change. Some of us 
may need to incorporate all of the above to change, and while for others, only one or some of 
the above is suitable.  No matter where you are in the surrendering process, I believe the Seren-
ity Prayer unifies our efforts in desiring to change.  This approach is Reinhold Niebuhr’s adapta-
tion of the ―Serenity Prayer‖ which says, ―God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot 
change, the courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference.‖  
 

To know the difference is recognizing that life is full of surprises!  We cannot predict or control 
what is going to happen.  I believe there are three viewpoints presented in Reinhold’s Serenity 
Prayer:  (1) recovery is about individuality and the choices we make; (2) once we make the 
choice, we do not know what is in store for us as we go about our daily lives, and (3) recovery is 
unpredictable because we depend on God’s mercy, perseverance, patience, and faith to sustain 
us. 
 

To recognize the difference is accepting that we cannot control what happens in life:  life is not 
perfect, humankind is not perfect, no family is perfect, and no individual is perfect.   Yet if perfec-
tionism were possible, the ―will to be perfect‖ would be a constant struggle and search for signifi-
cance and purpose.    
 

Grace is with us when we decide to surrender and grace is with us when we change.  In this manner, 
God recognizes our individuality and allows grace to become a catalyst in holding us together physi-
cally, psychologically, and spiritually in all facets of our lives.  

  

 

Carol  L. Perlie  

Addiction & Recovery Ministry Coordinator  
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Healing Worship  

Service  

Every 4th Sunday  

Meet 1:45 p.m. to walk 

together to a  

Transitional House  

During our service, we pray, sing, give testimony, hear God’s 

word and are anointed with oil.  In the healing worship ser-

vice, we come together to celebrate God’s healing power as 

we live in God’s amazing grace one day at a time and for 

some of us, one moment at a time.   We are encouraged to 

… 

        √  Participate in the bible readings 

                        √  Share in the music 

                        √  Listen to the message 

                        √  Give our testimonies 

                        √  Join in the prayers  

                         √  Receive God’s Forgiveness 

                         √  Reflect in silence 

Next worship dates are June 27th and July 25th 

Circle of Prayer  

Michael Stocks, Jerry Waters, Betty 
Puckett, Elaine Janssen, Rudy Janssen, 
Evelyn Kintop, Tim Wright, Charles 
Young, Hattie Gross, Amy Appleton, and  
Mary Kluckman. .  We also pray for our 
mission as a congregation.  
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2424 McElderry Street 

Baltimore, MD 21205 

Phone: 410-276-5674 

Fax: 410-276-6446 

E-mail: agelc7office@verizon.net 

Submit newsletter information to the        

e-mail address by July 15, 2010 

A M A Z I N G  G R A C E  E V .  

L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

Check out the new website design! 

www.AmazingGraceLutheran.org 

The Table of the Lord 

For more years than many of us can count, 
Ms. Ruth Ruby came every Sunday and set up 
the table of the Lord for our celebration of 
Holy Communion—and then replaced every-
thing afterwards so that it was ready again 
for the next Sunday.  In the beginning it was 
only a few Sundays a year, but over the 
years, we have moved to receiving commun-
ion every Sunday….which means that every 
Sunday there is bread and wine to be set up, 
communion cups to be put into holders and 
linens to be washed and set out.  After years 
of very faithful service, Ms. Ruth has ―retired‖ 
from this weekly service.   

The wonder of this is that what one single 
faithful woman did quietly every Sunday will 
now take several people to replace!  Thank 
you again Ms. Ruth.  This is an appeal for you 
to consider how you might participate in this 
ministry of Amazing Grace.  There will be an 
orientation and training session on Sunday, 
June 6 after worship.  This will only take a 
few minutes.  If we can find several people to 
commit to serving at the Table of the Lord 
this way, then this will involve only a few 
Sundays a year for you.  Please prayerfully 
consider how you may be called to serve you 
sisters and brothers in this way.  Thank you 
again Ms. Ruth! 

sim5var01.gif
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